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Gaza Freedom March Contact Information  

   

   

   

   

Website:  http://www.gazafreedommarch.org  

Blog:  http://gazafreedommarch.wordpress.com  

Twitter:  http://twitter.com/Gazafreedom  

Youtube:  http://www.youtube.com/user/GazaFreedomMarch  

   

GFM Facebook Group  

   

General Inquiries  

Brad Taylor (btaylor13@yahoo.com)  

Ziyaad Lunat (z.lunat@googlemail.com)  

Max Ajl (max.ajl@gmail.com)  

   

Spokespersons  

   

Medea Benjamin Tel +1 415-235-6517 medea@globalexchange.org 

Felice Gelman Tel +1 917-912-2597 rosahill@gmail.com 

Pam Rasmussen Tel +1 301-518-0199 peacenut57@yahoo.com 

Ann Wright Tel +1 808-741-1141 microann@yahoo.com  

   

Language-based contacts  

   

French: Olivia Zemour Tel: +33 680887154 olivia.zemor@wanadoo.fr  

Spanish: Laura Arau Tel +34 636 00 36 01 marxapergazalliure@gmail.com  

Portuguese: Ziyaad Lunat Tel +351 938349206  z.lunat@gmail.com  

Arabic: Oruba Rabie  Tel +1 646 243 5855 oruba17@gmail.com   

   

   

   

   

  



Gaza Freedom March * www.gazafreedommarch.org * December 27 to January 2 
 

PRESS RELEASE  

November 2009   

New Year’s Eve Freedom March to lift 

Israel’s siege on Gaza   

   
WHO: The International Coalition to End the Illegal Siege of Gaza.  

   

WHAT: A nonviolent march inside Gaza  

   

WHEN: Dec. 31, 2009 (participants meet December 27 in Cairo for briefing and group travel to 

Gaza)  

   

WHERE: Starting at Ezbet Abd Rabbo area in Gaza towards Erez crossing.  

   

WHY: To end the illegal siege  

 
Hundreds of people from an international coalition that includes retired U.S. Army colonel and 

former U.S. diplomat Ann Wright, Secretary-General of the Palestinian National Initiative Mustafa 

Barghouti and Pulitzer prize-winning author Alice Walker will join the Palestinian people on a non-

violent march within Gaza on Dec. 31 to break Israel’s illegal blockade of the Strip.  

   

Backed by more than 200 organizations, many of them Jewish, hundreds of members of the 

International Coalition to End the Illegal Siege of Gaza plan to meet in Cairo on Dec. 27. They will 

travel to Egypt’s Rafah border the next day with the intent of crossing into Gaza on Dec. 29. 

CODEPINK and other march organizers are calling on Egyptian officials to open the border 

crossing so they can  take part on the march and visit the areas most devastated during the Israeli 

invasion of Gaza.  

   

To mark the fact that it has been one year since the Israeli attack, the coalition has mobilized an 

international contingent for a nonviolent march alongside the Palestinians of Gaza on Dec. 31, 

towards the Erez border crossing with Israel, to break the illegal blockade.  
   

Last month the United Nations Human Rights Council endorsed a report by a UN fact finding 

mission on the Gaza conflict, which concluded that Israel has imposed a blockade, amounting to 

collective punishment, and has carried out a systematic policy of isolation and deprivation of the 

Gaza Strip.  

   

The UN Mission headed by Justice Richard Goldstone, the former chief prosecutor for war-crimes 

tribunals on Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, said Israeli acts that deprive Palestinians in the 

Gaza Strip of their means of subsistence, employment, housing and water and that deny their 

freedom of movement, could lead the world court to find that the crime of persecution, a crime 

against humanity, has been committed.  

   

Details of Gaza press conference released closer to the time of the conference. To learn more go to: 

http://www.gazafreedommarch.org/    



!"#
!"#

!"#

!"#
!"#

!"#

Gaza Strip
Area: 365 km2
Population: 1.5 million

Crossing point 
for people

Crossing point
for fuels

Crossing point
for goods

Both used as alternative 
crossing point for commercial 
and humanitarian goods

International
terminal for 
passengers

I S R A E L

E
G

Y
P

T

Nahal Oz

Karni

Erez

Sufa

Kerem 
Shalom

Rafah
Airport

Gaza
76 km2

Pop. 524,001

Rafah
64 km2

Pop. 177,632

Khan Yunis
106 km2

Pop. 290,399

Gaza North
61 km2

Pop. 290,843

Middle Area
57 km2

Pop. 216,494

Gaza Strip
Population Density January 2009

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

!

0 4 82

Km

M
ed

ite
rr
an

ea
n 

S
ea

E G Y P T
J O R D A N

L E B A N O N

I S R A E L

W e s t
B a n k

G a z a
S t r i p

M E D I T E R R A N E A N

S E A

D
e

a
d

 
S

e
a

0 5025 km

!

Governorate Border

Green Line

Population Density 2007
(persons per km2)

2738

2754

3780

4803

6859

!"# Crossing Point

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Cartography: OCHA-oPt - Jan 2009. Base data: OCHA oPt, PA MOP, PCBS
For comments contact <ochaopt@un.org> 
or Tel. +972 (02) 582-9962          http://www.ochaopt.org

O
C

H
A



Gaza Freedom March * www.gazafreedommarch.org * December 27 to January 2 
 

!""#$%&"'($)"*+),$ 

!  
•       "#$%$!&'#()*!+$,'-,!.#/#0-1-!#'2#11#3$,!%$!4-2#0$0  

!  
56!%7)0(!%7)1!%,)/!%$!8#9#!:)%7!%7-!8#9#!;,--3$'!<#,=7!:)>>!2-!%7-!'$1%!'-'$,#2>-!%,)/!$+!'?!>)+-*!2$%7!3@,)0A!
'?! 3)/>$'#%)=! 3#?1! #03! #+%-,! 6! 2-=#'-! #0! )03-/-03-0%! 3)/>$'#%BC! &! D-%-,#0! .#/#0-1-! 3)/>$'#%!:7$!:#1! %7-!
=$@0%,?E1! #'2#11#3$,! %$! 4-2#0$0! @0%)>! &@A@1%*! FGGH*! &'2#11#3$,! &'#()! :#1! +),-3! #+%-,! -I/,-11)0A! 7)1!
$//$1)%)$0!%$!%7-!JKL>-3!:#,!$0!6,#M!)0!%:$!$++)=)#>!%->-A,#'1!%$!%7-!.#/#0-1-!A$D-,0'-0%B!"#$%$!&'#()!1-0%!%7-!
+),1%!%->-A,#'!3),-=%>?!#33,-11-3!%$!N,)'-!<)0)1%-,!.@0)=7),$!O$)9@')!1)I!3#?1!2-+$,-!%7-!JKL>-3!+$,=-1!>#@0=7-3!
%7-),!#%%#=(!$0!6,#M!$0!<#,=7!FGB!60!%7#%!%->-A,#'*!7-!1#)3!%7#%!.#/#0!17$@>3!=$0%)0@-!%$!-I7#@1%!#>>!)%1!3)/>$'#%)=!
-++$,%1! 1$! #1! %$! #D$)3! %7-! :#,BBBCP-! '@1%! $//$1-! %7-! @0)>#%-,#>! ')>)%#,?! #=%)$0! 2?! %7-! J0)%-3! K%#%-1BQ! R@%!
O$)9@')E1!#00$@0=-'-0%!$+!.#/#0E1!1@//$,%!+$,!%7-!:#,!=#'-!S@1%!7$@,1!#+%-,!%7-!2-A)00)0A!$+!JK!#),1%,)(-1!)0!
R#A73#3!#03!&'2#11#3$,!&'#()*!+-->)0A!#0A,?!#%!:7#%!7-!=#>>-3!Q#,,$A#0%!#03!)07@'#0Q!JK!')>)%#,?!#=%)$0*!1-0%!
#0$%7-,!%->-A,#'!%$!T$(?$*!@,A)0A!O$)9@')!%$!3$!1$'-%7)0A!%$!-03!%7-!:#,B  

!  
•       <)=7#->!U#%0-,*!N,-1)3-0%!$+!V-0%-,!+$,!V$01%)%@%)$0#>!U)A7%1!WVVUX  

!  
5;$,! %$$! >$0A*!#03! 6!3$!0$%!-I-'/%!'?1->+*!'$1%!$+!@1!7#D-!1%$$3!1)>-0%>?!2?!$,!'#3-!$0>?!#!'#,A)0#>!/,$%-1%1!
#2$@%! %7-! '#11)D-! D)$>#%)$01! $+! N#>-1%)0)#0! ,)A7%1! =#,,)-3! $@%! 2?! 61,#->BQ! <)=7#->! U#%0-,! )1! #0! #%%$,0-?! #03!
/,-1)3-0%!$+!%7-!V-0%-,!+$,!V$01%)%@%)$0#>!U)A7%1!WVVUX*!#!0$0L/,$+)%!7@'#0!,)A7%1!>)%)A#%)$0!$,A#0)9#%)$0!2#1-3!)0!
"-:!Y$,(B!Z-!:#1!=$L=$@01->!)0!,-/,-1-0%)0A!%7-!8@#0%#0#'$!R#?!3-%#)0--1!)0!%7-!J0)%-3!K%#%-1!K@/,-'-!V$@,%*!
:7-,-*!)0!.@0-!FGG[*!%7-!=$@,%!3-=)3-3!7)1!=>)-0%1!7#D-!%7-!,)A7%!%$!%-1%!%7-!>-A#>)%?!$+!%7-),!3-%-0%)$01!)0!=$@,%B!
U#%0-,! )1! #>1$! #!/#1%! /,-1)3-0%! $+! %7-!"#%)$0#>! 4#:?-,1!8@)>3! #03! %7-! #@%7$,!$+! 0@'-,$@1!2$$(1! #03! #,%)=>-1*!
)0=>@3)0A! %7-! 2$$(1! QT7-! T,)#>! $+! \$0#>3! U@'1+->3]! &! N,$1-=@%)$0! 2?! R$$(*Q! Q&A#)01%! P#,! :)%7! 6,#M! #03!
8@#0%#0#'$]!P7#%!%7-!P$,>3!K7$@>3!O0$:*Q!#03!#!%-I%2$$(!$0!)0%-,0#%)$0#>!7@'#0!,)A7%1B  

!  
•       \@,#)3!4#77#'*!,-0$:0!K?,)#0!=$'-3)#0!#03!3),-=%$,  

!  
\@,#)3! 4#77#'!! )1! #! >-#3)0A!K?,)#0!=$'-3)#0! #03! 3),-=%$,! 2#1-3! )0! \#'#1=@1*! K?,)#B K)0=-! %7-! ^_`G1*! 7-! 7#1!
2--0!%7-!'$1%!:->>L(0$:0!#=%$,!)0!%7-!&,#2!:$,>3*!#03!)1!=$01)3-,-3!2?!1$'-!%$!2-!%7-!+)0-1%!K?,)#0!#=%$,!$+!#>>!
%)'-B!Z-!)1!+#'$@1!+$,!/>#?)0A!%7-!=7#,#=%-,!$+!Q87#::#,Q!)0!#!0@'2-,!$+!'$D)-1!#03!Ta!1-,)-1B!4#77#'!1-,D-3!
#1! J"6Vb;E1! 8$$3:)>>! &'2#11#3$,!%$! %7-! <)33>-! b#1%! #03! "$,%7! &+,)=#! ,-A)$0! +,$'! ^___LFGG[B! 60! FGG[*! 7-!
D)1)%-3! 3)1%,)=%1! $+! K$@%7-,0! 4-2#0$0! %7#%! 7#3! 2--0! >)2-,#%-3! +,$'! 61,#->)! $==@/#%)$0*! #03! A#D-! #! 1/--=7! #%! #!
/,-11!=$0+-,-0=-!=,)%)=)9)0A!%7-!/$>)=)-1!$+!8-$,A-!PB!R@17!#03!&,)->!K7#,$0B!Z-!:#1!,->)-D-3!$+!7)1!3@%)-1!17$,%>?!
#+%-,B! 60! #33)%)$0*! )0! FGGG*!4#77#'! ,-=-)D-3!T7-!c,3-,! $+!<-,)%! $+! %7-! 4-2#0-1-!U-/@2>)=*! #:#,3-3! %$!7)'!2?!
4-2#0-1-!N,-1)3-0%!d')>-!4#7$@3B  
4#77#'!:)>>!/#,%)=)/#%-!)0!%7-!'#,=7!#>$0A!:)%7!7)1!:)+-*!Z#>#!&>2-%#,B!60!7)1!>-%%-,!)0+$,')0A!%7-!V$#>)%)$0!$+!7)1!
-03$,1-'-0%!#03!7)1!/>#01!%$!/#,%)=)/#%-*!7-!1#)3!7-!)1!QA,#%-+@>!+$,!#>>!$+!%7-!'#,=7-,1*!-1/-=)#>>?!%7-!0$0L&,#21*!
2-=#@1-!%7-?!3-'$01%,#%-!%7#%!7@'#0)%#,)#0)1'!7#1!$0-!,->)A)$0!#03!$0-!=$>$,BQ  

!  
•       U#22)!4?00!8$%%>)-2*!K7$'-,!K7#>$'!"-%:$,(  

!  
P-!)0D)%-!/-$/>-!$+!+#)%7!%$!=$'-!%$A-%7-,!#1!#!3)1%)0=%!#++)0)%?!A,$@/!:#>()0A!:)%7!T7-!8#9#!;,--3$'!<#,=7B!&1!
/-$/>-!$+! +#)%7*!:-!:#>(!)0!/,#?-,!#03!/)>A,)'#A-!%$!D)1)%!%7-!N#>-1%)0)#01!$+!8#9#!#03!%$!=#>>! +$,!$/-0!2$,3-,1B!
R-=#@1-! %7-! 2$,3-,1! #,-! =>$1-3*! $0-! %7),3! $+! %7-! N#>-1%)0)#0! =7)>3,-0! $+! 8#9#! :#>(! #')31%! %7-! ,@22>-! $+! :#,!
:)%7$@%!17$-1!$0!%7-),!+--%B!b#=7!/-,1$0!%7#%!:#>(1!:)%7!%7-!60%-,+#)%7!8#9#!K#%?#A,#7#!:)>>!=#,,?!#0!-I%,#!/#),!$+!
17$-1B!&1!/-$/>-!$+!+#)%7!:-!2->)-D-!:-!#,-!=$''#03-3!%$!>$D-!-#=7!$%7-,!:)%7!,#3)=#>!>$D-B!&1!/-$/>-!$+!+#)%7*!
:-!7-#,!%7-!=,?!$+!1@++-,)0A!#03!#,-!=#>>-3!%$!,-1/$03!)0!:#?1!%7#%!#++),'!$@,!=$''$0!7@'#0)%?B!&1!/-$/>-!$+!
+#)%7!:-!#++),'!%7-!,)A7%!$+!#>>!/-$/>-!>)D-!:)%7$@%!+-#,!$+!D)$>-0=-B!c/-0!%7-!2$,3-,1B!<#?!/-#=-!#03!,-1%$,#%)D-!
S@1%)=-!2-!,-#>)9-3!M@)=(>?!)0!$@,!3#?B  

$  



Gaza Freedom March * www.gazafreedommarch.org * December 27 to January 2 
 

!"#$%"&'&%($')*'+,-)#(+#(  

!  

•       "#$! "%&'$()*+! )&,*-.! )'/! 0-1

2-&'/3.+!4#30,.-'$0!5',$2)/)  

•       6)(738! 9#).:+! 2-.(3.! ;<!

",,-.'38!=3'3.)#  

•       >*$#$?! "'/.3@7+! A$%3.)#!

B3(-0.),+!C-&73!-2!A-./7+!;D  

•       A&$E$!B3!F)E$7,.$7+!F3(%3.!-2!

>).#$)(3',+!5,)#8  

•       F)$.3)/!F)E&$.3+!G-%3#!?3)03!

#)&.3),3  

•       =-.3!H$/)#+!)&,*-.  

•       "#$03! I)#:3.+! >&##$,J3.! >.$J31

@$''$'E!)&,*-.  

•       C3/8! 4?7,3$'+! C-#-0)&7,!

7&.K$K-.!)'/!#30,&.3.  

•       ".&'! =)'/*$+! 2-&'/3.+! =)'/*$!

5'7,$,&,3!2-.!G-'K$-#3'03  

•       9*.$7,-?*3.! C3/E37+! %37,1

73##$'E!"(3.$0)'!)&,*-.  

•       6-''$3! D)7.$#7+! 2-.(3.! <-&,*!

"2.$0)'!E-K3.'(3',!($'$7,3.  

•       L).$M!"#$+!N.$,$7*!)&,*-.  

•       F&7,)2)! N).E*-&,$+! /3?&,8+!

>)#37,$'$)'!A3E$7#),$K3!9-&'0$#  

•       L-'8! N3''+! 2-.(3.! N.$,$7*!

?).#$)(3',).$)'! )'/! ?.37$/3',! -2!

,*3!;D!<,-?!,*3!I).!9-)#$,$-'  

•       <$.! =3-22.38! N$'/()'+! N.$,$7*!

#)@83.7!)'/!*&()'!.$E*,7!)/K-0),3  

•       G-)(! 9*-(7:8+! #$'E&$7,! )'/!

)&,*-.  

•       N).-'377! C3#3')! D3''3/8+!

N.$,$7*! #)@83.7+! %.-)/0)7,3.! )'/!

A)%-.!>).,8!(3(%3.!-2!,*3!C-&73!-2!

A-./7  

•       <).)! 6-8+! 73'$-.! .373).0*!

70*-#).+! 93',3.! 2-.! F$//#3! 4)7,3.'!

<,&/$37+ !!!!!C).K)./!;'$K3.7$,8  

•       B.O! 48)/! <)..)P+! *3)/! -2! ,*3!

=)J)! >.-E.)((3! 2-.!F3',)#!C3)#,*!

)'/! ?.37$/3',! -2! ,*3! 5',3.'),$-')#!

9)(?)$E'!,-!N.3):!,*3!<$3E3  

•       N$##! <0*3&.3.+! 3/$,-.+!

>3)03F)P-.$,8!63?-.,  

•       "K$! <*#)$(+! @)./3'+! <,O!

"',*-'8Q7! 9-##3E3+! RS2-./!

;'$K3.7$,8  

•       G-.()'!<-#-(-'+!)&,*-.  

•       N).-'377! T3''8!L-'E3+! 2-.(3.!

F>!2-.!,*3!A$%3.)#!B3(-0.),!>).,8!U!

;D  

•       =$)''$! H),,$(-+! F3(%3.! -2!

>).#$)(3',+!5,)#8  

•       V),*3.!A-&$7!H$,)#3+!V.)'0$70)'!

?.$37,+! >)03! 3! N3'3! G-'K$-#3'03!

<3.K$03  

•       T&/$,*! I3$7()'+! T3@$7*!

I-(3'!,-!4'/!,*3!R00&?),$-'  

•       C-@)./! W$''+! *$7,-.$)'! )'/!

)&,*-.  

!  

!  

V&##!#$7,!-2!3'/-.73.7!-'!-&.!@3%7$,3X!@@@OE)J)2.33/-(().0*O-.E  



Gaza Freedom March * www.gazafreedommarch.org * December 27 to January 2 

GAZA BASIC FACT SHEET 

• Total population: 1.5 million  
• Total number of children: 793,520, or 56% of the population  
• Total number of refugees: 1.1 million, or 74% of the total population  
• Average age: 17.2 years  
• Poverty: 80% of residents live on less than $2 a day  
   
BACKGROUND  
• 1948: Establishment of State of Israel creates the world’s largest refugee population today.  
• 1967: Israel begins military occupation of the Gaza Strip, West Bank and East Jerusalem, and begins 
illegal settlement activity (8,000 Israeli settlers to Gaza and 462,000 to the West Bank).  
• 1970-2005: 8,000 illegal Israeli settlers in Gaza dominate over 1.5 million Palestinians by controlling 
40% of the fertile land and the lion's share of scarce water resources, effectively creating an apartheid 
structure.  
• 2005:  Israel withdraws its illegal settlers from Gaza and places the territory under siege, restricting 
movement of people, food, medicine, and fuel - effectively creating a concentration camp.    
• 2006:  Palestinians under occupation participate in democratic elections and choose Hamas to head 
the government.  Israel and US reject the election, despite Hamas’ acceptance of Israel within its 1967 
borders.  Isolation of Hamas and the people of Gaza begins, setting the wheels in motion for a 
humanitarian crisis.  
   
CRISIS IN GAZA  
• June 19, 2008: Israel and Hamas agree to cease-fire.  
• Nov. 4, 2008: Israel violates cease-fire by killing 4 Hamas members, and Hamas retaliates.  
• Dec. 27, 2008: Israeli military attacks Gaza (one of the most densely populated areas on earth) with 
the intent to forcefully remove Hamas.   
   
FATALITIES:   
• From September 29, 2000 to December 26, 2008, more than 3,000 Palestinians in Gaza were killed, 
according to figures compiled by the Israeli human rights group B’tselem.    
• In 2005-7 alone, the Israeli army killed 1,290 Palestinians in Gaza, including 222 children.    
• During "Operation Cast Lead" (December 27, 2008 to January 18, 2009) Israel killed 1409 
Palestinians, and injured over 4,500  
• 355 children and 111 women killed, and more than 1,200 children critically injured during the 
offensive  
   
WATER & POWER:   
• 1 million people, including 560,000 children, have shortages of running water or power.  
   
EDUCATION:   
• 16 schools in Gaza hit by Israeli missiles during "Cast Lead"  
• Israeli siege bans badly needed school supplies such as pens and books from reaching Gaza's schools  
   
HEALTH CARE:   
• 4 hospitals, 3 clinics, and 3 ambulances in Gaza hit by Israeli missiles during Cast Lead, and 6 
medical personnel killed.    
• Most hospitals in Gaza are dependent on back-up generators, which run on scarce fuel supplies. 
Hundreds of patients denied medical treatment outside Gaza left to die.  
!"#"$"%&"'()*+,-*%(.*/01-1*%(*#(2+,-1&"(/%3(4"/&"(1%(4/0",-1%"( 
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Fact-Sheet: Nonviolent Palestinian Resistance 

 

April 1918 – Muslim-Christian Societies were established in most major cities to 

challenge British and Zionist attempts to create sectarian rifts based on religion. 

 
January 1919 – Muslim-Christian societies formed a more centralized organization, 

paving the way for the first Palestinian Arab Congress, which called for the education 
of youth, encouraging national development and protecting individual and national 

rights. 

 
11 March, 1920 – Demonstrations were held in all major Palestinian cities against 

the Balfour Declaration. As the uprising spread,  mass resignations, protests and 

strikes  continued throughout the spring. During the 1920s Palestinians used the 
simplest and most basic nonviolent methods of protest and persuasion: statements, 

declarations, petitions, manifestos, assemblies, delegations, processions, marches 

and motorcades. 
 

1923 – The Palestine Communist Party was founded on a platform of coexistence 
and began organizing Arab and Jewish workers to challenge political Zionism.  

 

March 1925 – A Palestinian general strike was called in protest against Lord 
Balfour’s visit to Jerusalem. 

 

1929 – The first Arab Women’s Congress of Palestine was held, stimulating the 
formation of women’s societies and unions across Palestine. 

 

16 May, 1930 – Palestine Day was declared with a call for a general strike on the 
same day. 

 

15 April, 1933 – Palestinian organizations boycotted the visit of Lord Allenby and 
Lord Swinton in protest against British Mandate policies, while leading women 

organized a silent demonstration in Jerusalem. 
 

May 1936 – A conference of all National Committees in Jerusalem, attended by 150 

delegates from all sectors of the population in Palestine, voted to withhold taxes; a 
general strike was called demanding the suspension of Jewish colonization, the 

prohibition of the transfer of the ownership of Palestinian land to colonists and the 

establishment of a democratic government. 
 

July 1936 – Solidarity campaign committees were formed in Damascus, Baghdad, 

Cairo and Beirut as British authorities imposed martial law and special night squads 
of Zionist and British soldiers attacked villages.  

 
November 1936 – The general strike was called off after an appeal by the leaders 

of Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Transjordan. 

 
1967 – The very act of remaining in Palestine after Israel occupied Palestinian, 

Egyptian and Syrian land constituted nonviolent resistance to the occupation as it 

prevented Israel from establishing a state in the whole region, including the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

 

1970s – Numerous Palestinian political parties were formed and the emergence of 
Palestinian NGOs laid the foundations for the massive nonviolent social mobilization 
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that, a decade later, would characterize the first intifada. 

 
30 March 1976 – After years of military rule, Land Day in 1976 was the first act of 

mass resistance by the Palestinians inside Israel against the Zionist policy of internal 

colonialization, a systematic process of expropriation that reduced Palestinian land 
ownership from around 94 percent of all territory in pre-1948 Palestine to less than 3 

percent in what is now considered to be Israel. March 30 became recognized as 
Yaum-al-Ard, or Day of the Land, to highlight the land-grabbing policies the Zionist 

government, and later Israel, would systematically apply. 

 
1987-1993 – Resistance during the first intifada was popular, massive in scale and 

consisted primarily of civil disobedience, including burning Israeli-issued 

identification cards and permits, refusing to pay taxes to the Israeli government or 
buy Israeli products, and opening schools despite military-imposed curfews and 

orders to close them.  

 
1988 – The Palestinian Center for the Study of Nonviolence was established by Dr. 

Mubarak Awad in Jerusalem. The center organized small, nonviolent actions in the 
West Bank, such as planting new trees when olive groves were uprooted by Israeli 

armed forces. Dr. Awad was later deported after being jailed for organizing 

resistance. 
 

1988 – Beit Sahour residents planted back-yard gardens and set up a dairy farm to 

avoid buying Israeli products. They also refused to pay taxes. Israel responded by 
confiscating $2 million worth of valuables, including furniture, from the tax resisters. 

 

March 2005 – Bil’in residents began to organize almost daily direct actions and 
demonstrations against the Apartheid Wall that cuts their village in half. Gaining the 

attention of the international community with their creativity and perseverance, Bil’in 

has become a symbol for popular resistance. Weekly Friday protests continue. 
 

January 2007 – The Holy Land Trust, a Palestinian NGO based in Bethlehem, began 
organizing weekly nonviolent demonstrations against the occupation and 

construction of the wall over Palestinian land and farms. Despite the nonviolent 

nature of the demonstrations, Israeli soldiers routinely respond violently with arms, 
truncheons and tear gas. 

 

October 2009 – Gaza residents demanding that the frontier be opened to ease the 
blockade imposed on the territory by Israel breached the border fence with Egypt in 

several places and hundreds crossed the frontier.  

 
31 October 2009 – Hundreds of people took part in Friday prayers and a 

demonstration against the expansion of the Apartheid Wall as part of the continuing 
struggle in the threatened village of Ni’lin. The event was also held in solidarity with 

Jerusalem.  

 
31 December 2009 – The Gaza Freedom March will bring hundreds of activists 

from more than 40 countries to Gaza, with the object of breaking the illegal siege. 

With almost complete endorsement by Palestinians, Gaza is mobilizing for the march, 
which will be a historical milestone in the history of the Palestinian struggle.  
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 Gisha – Legal Center for Freedom of Movement, “Obstacle Course: Students Denied Exit from Gaza,” July 2009. 
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